
FINAL Meeting Minutes – WSNA – 2019-05-20 

Jim Allhiser called the meeting to order at 7PM.  xx members signed the roster, but more bodies were present.  E.M. 
Easterly moves to approve minutes – second by Linda Bierly.  Vote unanimous approval. 

MWVCOG – SKATS – Mike Jaffee – RTSP Update: 

Handouts provided.  Read more at http://www.mwvcog.org/programs/transportation-planning/skats/planning-
programs/regional-transportation-system-plan-rtsp/rtsp-update-2019-2045/  

Mike let us know more about how some of the federal gas tax money flows back to the states, to metropolitan planning 
organizations, such as SKATS.  Then, some of those funds are available for use on the projects planned over then next 20 
to 25 years in the plan update. 

You can submit comments online, email them to skats@mwvcog.org, or fill out a comment card (provided) and send it 
in! 

Lenity Architecture / NW Human Services – Sam Thomas / Paul Logan: 

12,500 patients, and still growing. 

On site parking is still 2 parking spots short, and they will seek a variance for that. 

Steve Anderson – could you present to Edgewater Partners?  There may be some design elements needing modification 
to fit with the Edgewater neighborhood overlay zone goals. 

Question – Historical value to properties that will be removed?  None known, none declared by city.  Not specifically 
studied. 

Question – cottages?  Could we move them?  We tried at least 8 different partners to help us.  Some have lead paint, 
some don’t.  Some have asbestos.  Some don’t.  To move them, the permits necessary to transport them in to Salem 
over the bridges would easily exceed the value of the cottages themselves.  Lastly, the board of Northwest Human 
Services helped each resident find new housing and assisted them financially in moving. 

How much is parking deficient?  1/3rd today.  Only 2 spots deficient following the plan. 

Concerns from residents regarding parking.  E.M. suggests that the residents that are concerned could bring ideas to the 
neighborhood association if help designating a residential parking zone is truly desired. 

Eric Jackson – Eagle Scout – Hornaday Award 

Invasive species in Chandler Nature Park at the end of Ptgarmigan St. My project is about educating people about the 
invasive species of plants, and native plants, and show before/after pictures where my Eagle Scout project has cleaned 
up that area. 

Question – E.M. – do you have plans to continue clearing? 

Eric – my project got the ball rolling, but we of course need more help.  We remove English Ivy, Blackberry, and Poison 
Oak.  Blackberry and Poison Oak always comes back, so every month I’ve gone back to keep some of it tame. 

How long was your project?  It took almost 2 years of time.  I also created educational signs that are plastic resin-based 
screwed to a cedar plank and then affixed to native plants in the park, to assist with identification. 

 

 

Reports: 

http://www.mwvcog.org/programs/transportation-planning/skats/planning-programs/regional-transportation-system-plan-rtsp/rtsp-update-2019-2045/
http://www.mwvcog.org/programs/transportation-planning/skats/planning-programs/regional-transportation-system-plan-rtsp/rtsp-update-2019-2045/
mailto:skats@mwvcog.org


Salem Police – Not present 

City Councilor Cara Kaser – unable to attend 

City Councilor Jim Lewis –  

SKATS and funding – Federal Government keeps talking about major transportation plans, but it’s just not getting done.  
We’re sure watching… 

Sidewalk improvements on Orchard Heights – best bet is we’ll have to put in to the next Public Works bond measure.  
Sorry. 

Our Salem – report card on the first phase of the project, and it includes a greenhouse gas inventory.  It also has some 
projections.  See last months’ summary from Eunice Kim. 

Next council meeting – city budget discussions. 

The city staff are still working on summaries and plans regarding the recommendations of the congestion task force. 

City council has moved forward 3 revenue proposals.  Keep your eye on that. 

 

Land Use – We still need a Land Use chair.  If you’re interested, talk to Jim! 

Parks – Micki Varney – Introduced Dylan McDowell (SPRAB member, West Salem resident).  A tree subcommittee 
meeting reformed.  Wallace Park – added dumpsters, bleachers, dugout painting, and plans to handle $150,000 of 
damage from the flood.  New playground equipment at College Heights park. 

Comment – soccer field drainage – seems to have worked fairly well. 

 

Traffic & Infrastructure – Nick Fortey 

Starting the process.  Next few months (not scheduled yet) safer crossings project or program will be brought before the 
council, so when that time comes, we should make time to testify. 

Comment – Steve Anderson – McNary & 7th by Walker also needs crossing improvement. 

WSBA – absent 

Transit –  absent 

Edgewater –Jessica Pries 

Neighborhood Partnership Coordinator 

Every 2nd Thursday at the Farmer’s market Edgewater Partners will have an activity table.  Come down to the Farmers 
Market and shop local. 

Bicycle Cruise – Meet at May 26th, 3pm, West Salem Library.  Salem Bicycle Club will lead a little tour, then afterward 
conversation and refreshment in the Roth’s food court area. 

6th Annual Super Saturday event – Boys & Girls Club – “free meal” – 30 informational tables – Soccer, D.J., Cornhole, and 
more.  Celebrate your neighborhood! 

 

Watershed – E.M. Easterly 



Glenn Gibson & Rickreall watershed councils are under a biennial support grant from the Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board.  Just this afternoon we made a case in front of OWEB why it is our watershed councils should be 
funded.  Past data from the neighborhood says that 43% of neighbors rank the environment and the watershed as 
“important” to protect.  Funds that are allocated. 

 

SKSD Budget Meeting Update – Tyson Pruett 

The community input portion of the budget passed tonight.  I’d like to say that West Salem High School was the only 
school, save for a single Elementary school, to have multiple different students come testify about the budget.  We were 
well represented.  The budget moves forward to the next step of approval.  

 

Old Business –  

Grab some bags.  Take an extra and give it to someone who doesn’t have one. 

 

New Business –  

Meeting ended at 8:18PM 

 

Respectfully submitted – Chris Wilhelm – WSNA Secretary 
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