
BE
ST

 BO
OK

S 

2 0 2 1



HISTORICAL

Beautiful World, Where Are You? 

 by Sally Rooney
Count the Ways by Joyce Maynard

Edge Case by YZ Chin

Ghosts by Dolly Alderton

The Music of Bees by Eileen Garvin

The Summer Job by Lizzy Dent

Things We Lost to the Water by Eric 

  Nguyen

F I C T I O N

PATRON & STAFF PICKS

GRAPHIC NOVEL
Lore Olympus by Rachel Smythe

The Secret to Superhuman Strength 
 by Alison Bechdel

Lady Sunshine by Amy Mason Doan

Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Matrix by Lauren Groff

The Personal Librarian by Marie 

 Benedict & Victoria Christopher Murray

The Rose Code by Kate Quinn

The Secret Stealers by Jane Healey

ROMANCE
One Last Stop by Casey McQuiston

Seven Days in June by Tia Williams



SCI-FI
Noor by Nnedi Okorafor

Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir

Y A
Firekeeper's Daughter by Angeline 
 Boulley
A Sitting in St. James by Rita 
 Williams-Garcia

HORROR
A Dowry of Blood by S.T. Gibson

The Final Girl Support Group by Grady 

 Hendrix

The Inheritance of Orquídea Divina by  

 Zoraida Córdova 

Under the Whispering Door by TJ Klune

The Witch's Heart by Genevieve 
 Gornichec

F A N T A S Y

SUSPENSE
The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave

Rock Paper Scissors by Alice Feeney

Damascus Station by David McCloskey

Falling by T.J. Newman

THRILLER



Empire of Pain: The Secret History of 

 the Sackler Dynasty by Patrick Radden
 Keefe
How the Word is Passed: A Reckoning 

 with the History of Slavery Across 

 America by Clint Smith

A Little Devil in America: Notes in Praise  

 of Black Performance by Hanif 

 Abdurraqib

The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs 

 Everyone and How We Can Prosper 

 Together by Heather C. McGhee

 

NONFICTION

PATRON & STAFF PICKS

The Almost Legendary Morris Sisters: 
 A True Story of Family Fiction by 
 Julie Klam
Easy Crafts for the Insane: A Mostly
 Funny Memoir of Mental Illness and
 Making Things by Kelly Williams Brown
Crying in H Mart by Michelle Zauner
¡Hola Papi!: How to Come Out in a
 Walmart Parking Lot and Other Life
 Lessons by John Paul Brammer
Somebody's Daughter by Ashley C. 
 Ford 
We Came, We Saw, We Left: A Family 
 Gap Year by Charles J. Wheelan 

M E M O I R

P O E T R Y
The Hill We Climb: An Inaugural Poem 
 for the Country by Amanda Gorman



CRITICS' CHOICES
F I C T I O N
Bewilderment by Richard Powers

Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr

Detransition, Baby by Torrey Peters

Filthy Animals by Brandon Taylor

The Five Wounds by Kirstin Valdez 

 Quade

Hell of a Book by Jason Mott

Intimacies by Katie Kitamura

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro

The Love Songs of W.E.B. Du Bois 

 by Honorée Fannone Jeffers

My Year Abroad by Chang-rae Lee

No One is Talking About This 

 by Patricia Lockwood
The Other Black Girl by Zakiya Dalila
 Harris

Our Country Friends by Gary Shteyngart

The Promise by Damon Galgut

The Prophets by Robert Jones, Jr.

Razorblade Tears by S.A. Cosby

The Sentence by Louise Erdrich

Sorrowland by Rivers Solomon

Winter in Sokcho by Elisa Shua Dusapin

HISTORICAL
Clark and Division by Naomi Hirahara

Everyone Knows Your Mother Is a Witch

 by Rivka Galchen

Great Circle by Maggie Shipstead

Harlem Shuffle by Colson Whitehead

The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles

The Rib King by Ladee Hubbard

The Sweetness of Water by Nathan Harris



F A N T A S Y
Black Water Sister by Zen Cho
The Jasmine Throne by Tasha Suri
No Gods, No Monsters by Cadwell
 Turnbull
The Unbroken by C.L. Clark 

S C I - F I
Appleseed by Matt Bell

Elder Race by Adrian Tchaikovsky

R O M A N C E
A Lot Like Adiós by Alexis Daria
The Perks of Loving a Wallflower by Erica
 Ridley
Reel by Kennedy Ryan

SUSPENSE
The Maidens by Alex Michaelides

Last Night at the Telegraph Club by 
 Malinda Lo
Skin of the Sea by Natasha Bowen

Y A

HORROR
My Heart is a Chainsaw by Stephen
Graham Jones

SHORT STORIES
Afterparties by Anthony Veasna So
Milk Blood Heat by Dantiel W. Moniz
My Monticello by Jocelyn Nicole Johnson



NONFICTION
The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story 
 by Nikole Hannah-Jones
All That She Carried: The Journey of
 Ashley's Sack, a Black Family 
 Keepsake by Tiya Miles
Finding the Mother Tree: Discovering 
 the Wisdom of the Forest by Suzanne
 Simard
Four Hundred Souls: A Community
 History of African America 1619-2019 
 by Ibram X. Kendi and Keisha N. 
 Blain
Fuzz: When Nature Breaks the Law
 by Mary Roach
On Juneteenth by Annette Gordon-Reed
People Love Dead Jews: Reports From 
 a Haunted Present by Dara Horn
Under a White Sky: The Nature of the  
 Future by Elizabeth Kolbert

CRITICS' CHOICES

H I S T O R Y
Facing the Mountain: A True Story of
 Japanese American Heroes in World War 
 II by Daniel James Brown 
You Don't Belong Here: How Three
 Women Rewrote the Story of War by
 Elizabeth Becker GRAPHIC NOVEL

Seek You: A Journey Through American
 Loneliness by Kristen Radtke
Stone Fruit by Lee Lai

Bress 'n' Nyam: Gullah Geechee Recipes
 From a Sixth-Generation Farmer 
 by Matthew Raiford
Mooncakes & Milk Bread: Sweet & 
 Savory Recipes Inspired by Chinese
 Bakeries by Kristina Cho 

C O O K B O O K



585 Liberty St SE
Salem, OR 97301

503-588-6315
www.salemlibrary.org

= Spectacular Audiobook

GET THEM

M E M O I R
CRITICS' CHOICES

Beautiful Country by Quian Julie Wang
Between Two Kingdoms: A Memoir of 
 a Life Interrupted by Suleika Jaouad
The Copenhagen Trilogy by Tove
 Ditlevsen
Invisible Child: Poverty, Survival, 
 and Hope in an American City 
 by Andrea Elliott
Punch Me Up to the Gods by Brian
 Broome

B I O G R A P H Y
The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, 
 Gene Editing, and the Future of the
 Human Race by Walter Isaacson
King of the Blues: The Rise and Reign of
 B.B. King by Daniel de Visé
Vanderbilt: The Rise and Fall of an  
 American Dynasty by Anderson Cooper
 and Katherine Howe

Floaters by Martín Espada
P O E T R Y


