
FOR HLC MEETING OF:  May 16, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM NO.:  7a 

 

TO: HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
 

THROUGH: Lisa Anderson-Ogilvie, AICP, Deputy Community Development 
Director and Planning Administrator 
 

FROM: Kimberli Fitzgerald, AICP, Historic Preservation Officer 

SUBJECT: Oregon State Hospital National Register District Boundary 
Decrease 

  

ISSUE: 
 
Oregon State Hospital National Register District Boundary Modification. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Information Only. 
 
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND:  
 
The Oregon State Hospital National Register Historic District was listed in 2008 
(Attachment A). Subsequently a number of buildings were demolished within the 
district, both north and south of Center Street NE.   
 
As the City of Salem is a Certified Local Government (CLG), and the district is within our 
jurisdiction, the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has invited 
comments from the Salem HLC regarding the proposed revisions and boundary 
decrease of the Oregon State Hospital National Register Historic District. Additionally, 
HLC members are invited to the State Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation 
(SACHP) meeting on June 21, 2019 in Cottage Grove, where the SACHP will consider 
the proposed boundary decrease (Attachment B). 
 
 
FACTS AND FINDINGS: 
 

1. Demolition and Boundary Decrease. 
 

Overall, the total number of historic resources within the Oregon State Hospital National 
Register Historic District have been reduced from 67 to 40, contributing resources have 
been reduced from 61 to 36, and non-contributing resources have been lowered from 6 
to 4.  
 
The Oregon State Hospital Replacement project in 2012 resulted in a significant change 
to the building configuration on the south side of Center Street NE. Demolition in 2017 
of all four of the buildings east of 25th Street NE further compromised the integrity of this 
portion of the historic district. The applicant (DAS) and the preparer (AINW) are 
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proposing a boundary decrease which will exclude the north and eastern areas of the 
district, including the open space areas fronting D Street, as well as the area east of 
Park Avenue NE and north of Center Street NE, where buildings are no longer extant. 
(Attachment A). 
 

2. Archaeological Site. 
 
The area bounded by 23rd Street NE on the west, Park Ave NE on the east, D Street NE 
on the north and Center Street NE on the south is identified as an archaeological site by 
the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office. This site delineation will not be affected 
by the boundary decrease proposal. 
 

3. HLC Alternatives 
 

The applicant’s basis for requesting the boundary decrease is that all of the above 
ground structures to the east of 25th Street NE and north of Center Street NE are no 
longer extant, therefore the integrity within this northern portion of the historic district 
has been compromised justifying a decrease in the boundary. The HLC does not have 
the authority to make a determination regarding the proposed boundary decrease, 
however the HLC has the following alternatives: 
 

1. No Action. The HLC is not required to take any action, or make any comment 
regarding the proposal to reduce the boundary of the Oregon State Hospital 
Historic District, therefore the HLC could decide to take no action. 
 

2. Completion of Evaluation Worksheet. 
The Oregon SHPO has invited the Salem HLC, as a CLG, to evaluate the 
proposed boundary decrease.  Should the HLC decide to fully evaluate the 
proposal, the SHPO has provided a worksheet, and identified five categories to 
be evaluated (Attachment C):  
 
1) Integrity; 2) Description; 3) Significance and Context; 4) Facts and Sources 
and 5) Supporting Material.  
 
The HLC can decide to provide specific comments to the preparer, the Oregon 
SHPO, and the SACHP about the nomination, noting where the HLC has 
concerns or believes additional information needs to be provided within each 
category in order to make a stronger case for the boundary reduction. 
 

3. Letter of Support/Opposition. 
 
A. Should the HLC feel that the applicant has made the case for the boundary 

decrease, the HLC can authorize staff to draft a letter of support. 
 

B. Alternatively, should the HLC believe that the applicant has not made the 
case for the boundary decrease, the HLC can authorize staff to draft a letter 
in opposition to the boundary decrease. 
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Should the HLC wish to comment or make a recommendation, a letter and/or the 
Evaluation Worksheet could be forwarded to the Oregon SHPO and the State Advisory 
Committee on Historic Preservation (SACHP) for their June 21, 2019 meeting for their 
consideration as part of their evaluation of the proposed Oregon State Hospital Historic 
District boundary decrease. 
 

 
Attachments: (A) Original Oregon State Hospital District Map 

(B) Proposed Boundary Decrease Map and Aerial Map 
  (C) Boundary Decrease Nomination Form Narrative 
  (D) CLG Evaluation Criteria Worksheet 
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