
 
 

The City of Salem supports and encourages every citizen willing 
to do their part to create a stronger and safer community.   

 
While a neighborhood is a geographic area which people share, a 

community is a group of people who identify with and support one another.  
We are striving for all neighborhoods to have a strong sense of community 
through relationships established between neighbors and neighbors and 

police. Activities that bring residents, businesses, property owners 
and other members of the neighborhood together 

help to strengthen neighborhood ties and build community. 
 

Through neighborhood gatherings or formal activities, such as 
Neighborhood Watch, it is possible to keep your neighborhood safe and 

a great place to live, work, and play! 
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 Start by speaking with your neighbors and determining their interest in 
having a neighborhood get together. Ideally, you want to have all of your 
neighbors participate, but work and vacation schedules can put a pinch in 
any party calendar. Talk about schedules and the best days of the week 
that work for the majority of folks. Remember, if you want to close your 
street, take into account the time it take to process the request. [Refer to 
the Location section of this booklet.]   
 Maybe you want to have a special guest visit like your City Councilor, a 
police officer, or your neighborhood fire engine. Be sure to determine their 
availability, too!  Also, letting your neighbors in on the plan may get their 
interest in helping to plan and even take on some of the responsibilities. 
Don’t be shy about asking for assistance. You’ll never know if your 
neighbor is a closet party planner if you don’t let them in on the exciting 
news! Consider the following: 
 

 Form a block party planning committee consisting of  neighbors from a 
few households. 

 Determine the budget for your party.  Will it be potluck-style or will you 
collect donations from participating neighbors or businesses?  [Refer to 
the Food section of this booklet.] 

 Figure out who has what.  Tables, barbecue pit, volleyball net, lawn 
chairs, etc.  
Don’t forget to divvy up the tasks amongst your planning team to keep 
it all fun and simple.
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