
 

 
 

  
 

SALEM PUBLIC ART COMMISSION MEETING  
Si necesita ayuda para comprender esta información, por favor llame 503-540-2371 

 

Special accommodations are available, upon request, for persons with disabilities or those needing sign language 
interpretation, or languages other than English.  To request accommodations or services, please call 503-588-6255 
(TTD/TTY 503-588-6439) at least two (2) business days in advance. 
 

 
 

Commissioners 
Chris D’Arcy – Chair 
Vacant – Vice Chair 

Paula Booth 
Michael Hernandez 

Kelly James 
Spencer Emerick 

Zach Hull 
 

City Staff 
Heather Dimke, Management Analyst 

Kimberly Spivey, Staff Assistant 
Marc Weinstein, Assistant City Attorney 

 
 

Next Meeting 
 

April 13, 2022, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Digital 

 
 

 

DIGITAL MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

This regular meeting of the Salem Art Commission will take place 
virtually, with remote attendance by the Commission.  Please 
submit written comments or a request to provide in-person 
comments to Heather Dimke, Management Analyst, at 
hdimke@cityofsalem.net by 8:00 a.m. or earlier, on the day of the 
meeting.  Any comments received will be addressed during the 
public comment period.  
 
Interested persons may also view the meeting on the City of Salem 
You Tube Channel at the following link:   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQLj9RKZNHu4wfYcs_TC0TA 
 
 

1. Call to Order / Introductions 
 

2. Public Comment (items not already on the agenda)  
 

3. Approval of Consent Agenda 

• Agenda for March 9, 2022 

• Minutes of January 12 & February 16, 2022 
 

4. Adopt Hearings Procedure for Public Murals 
(Procedures must be adopted prior to Public Hearing) 

5. Public Hearing 

a. Proposal for Public Mural  

• Valley Roofing & Exteriors - 4910 Turner Rd. 
SE 

 
6. Action Items 

a. Commission Officer Election – Vice-Chair 
 

b. Preferred Maintenance/Base – The Drummer 
(Robert Hess) 
 

It is the City of Salem’s policy to assure that no 
person shall be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, religion, color, sex, marital status, 
familial status, national origin, age, mental or 
physical disability, sexual orientation, gender 
identity and source of income, as provided by 
Salem Revised Code Chapter 97. The City of 
Salem also fully complies with Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and related statutes and 
regulations, in all programs and activities. 
Disability-related modification or accommodation, 
including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
participate in this meeting or event, are available 
upon request. Sign language and interpreters for 
languages other than English are also available 
upon request. To request such an accommodation 
or interpretation, contact the Community 
Development Department at 503-588-6173 at least 
three business days before this meeting or event.  
TTD/TTY telephone 503-588-6439 is also 
available 24/7. 
 

mailto:hdimke@cityofsalem.net
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7. Discussion Items 
 

a. Regional Mural Workshops 
 

b. Updates:   

• Intersectional Art – Street 
Painting 

• Rivers Condo Mural Update 

• Eco-Earth Globe 

• Public Works Operations Bldg. 
- % Public Art 

• Library Art Hall 

8. Commissioner’s Comments  
 

9. Adjourn



 

  

 

 
Salem Public Art Commission  

February 16, 2022 
ONLINE 

  

Commissioners Present 
Chris D’Arcy, Chair 
Spencer Emerick 
Paula Booth 
Zach Hull (Portion of Mtng) 
 

Guests   
Christy Riddell (Mural Project – The Rivers Condominiums) 
Linda Nishioka (Mural Project – The Rivers Condominiums) 

  
  
 Staff  

Heather Dimke, Public Works 
Courtney Knox Busch – City Manager’s Office 
Chris Neider – Community Development 

  
 

1. Call to Order – With a quorum present, Chair D’Arcy called the meeting to order at 9:35 
a.m. 
 

2. Introductions- Chair D’Arcy welcomed all Commissioners and guests to the meeting. 
Everyone introduced themselves for the record.   

 
3. Public Comment 
 

Christy Riddell and Linda Nishioka joined the meeting to provide updates on planning 
efforts for a large mural on the Rivers Condominium in downtown Salem.  Ms. Riddell 
shared that the Homeowner’s Association Board (The Rivers) has approved the mural and 
that a mural application will be submitted shortly.  To assist with the necessary funding 
(approximately $100-130K) that will be needed, Ms. Riddell and Ms. Nishioka are looking 
into the possible formation of a separate nonprofit corporation. They are also looking into 
another non-profit organization out of the Portland (Forest for the Trees) that helps to 
facilitate mural projects.  Two images of the proposed mural (by artist Andy Eccleshall) were 
shared with the group. 

 
 



 

 

4. Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
 

a. Approval of the February 16, 2022, consent agenda and the January 12, 2022 minutes. 
 

A quorum of Commissioners was not present. 
 
5. Discussion Items 
 

a. Salem Community Improvement Bond: 
 
Courtney Knox Busch (City Manager’s Office) provided an update on the proposed 
Salem Community Improvement Bond.  Staff are presently in the process of collecting 
feedback from the community on improvement projects that would be considered as 
part of the proposed bond package.  This would be a general obligation bond (for large 
capital improvement projects) that would provide up to $300M over next ten years 
without changing the existing tax rate.  The complete bond proposal would be 
presented to voters in November 2022.   
 
Ms. Busch shared slides showing the present funding needs by category (i.e., Streets & 
Sidewalks, Fire Engines & Equipment, Parks, Seismic Improvements, etc.), and clarified 
that bond funds can support improvement projects but cannot be used for ongoing 
operating/staffing costs.  The Council Steering Committee will convene on Friday 
(February 18) to review existing feedback and survey results, will submit a 
recommended bond package to City Council in March.  A City Council work session on 
the bond package is anticipated for April. 
 
Chair D’Arcy asked about potential funding to replace the fencing around the Eco-Earth 
Globe as well as the potential for an improvement project in Bush Park that would 
recognize the history of the Native American Tribes.  Mr. Hull asked if funding for 
streets/sidewalks projects could also incorporate public art.  Ms. Busch confirmed that 
the City is open to all ideas and that Fire Station or Civic Center improvements would 
generate funds to public art per Salem Revised Code Chapter 15 (Public Art).  Mr. Hull 
also asked about opportunities for the placement of murals.  Chair D’Arcy also shared a 
project idea for artwork that would be part of a new proposed pathway/tunnel 
connecting Riverfront Park to City Hall (under the Commercial Street bridge).  Ms. Busch 
confirmed that the Pringle Creek Trail has been suggested and that she would add the 
reference to public art.  Commissioner Emerick asked about potential alley 
improvements and the potential for a community plaza area in downtown Salem. 
 
Project ideas can continue to be submitted via the online portal on the City’s website at: 
https://www.cityofsalem.net/Pages/salem-infrastructure-bond.aspx 

 
b. Peace Plaza/50th Anniversary Celebration: 

 
Ms. Busch shared that a funding request has been submitted to the legislature for 
improvements to Peace Plaza (including additional green space, additional parking, and 
repairs to the Crescent Probe) to better activate the space.  If funding is received, 
additional ideas for improvements and priorities would be requested from the 
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community as part of the 50 Year Celebration (August 18).  City staff will be meeting to 
continue planning efforts for the August event(s).  Elements that will be incorporated 
into the celebration include the history/pre-history of the Civic Center location, the 
building architecture, and the people that were present and participating when the 
facility first opened, and additional education opportunities (historic interpretive 
panels).  There are also opportunities to provide engagement efforts around public art.  
Several different community partners will be invited to participate in the planning 
process.   
 
Chair D’Arcy noted that the spikes which surround the Crescent Probe are considered 
part of the artwork and that plans to renovate the sculpture and surrounding area 
should consider the original agreement and history of the piece.  Ms. Busch confirmed 
that Civic Center has been nominated as a Historic Resource and, as such, renovations 
will require negotiation with the State Historic Preservation Office.  Ms. D’Arcy further 
expressed interest that the celebration planning includes elements that incorporate and 
reflect the cultural diversity of the Salem community. 
 
Carlee Wright (Guest - Press Play Salem) expressed an interest in participating in the 
celebration planning and in efforts that will help the space to be used more often by the 
community.  Ms. Wright also expressed an interest in bringing a public art project called 
“Before I Die” (four large chalkboard panels) to a covered area at the Civic Center.   

 
c. Americans for the Arts National Economic Impact Study: 

 
Chris Neider (staff liaison to Cultural & Tourism Promotion Advisory Board - CTPAB) 
shared that Loira Sponko (Community Arts Coordinator - Oregon Arts Commission) 
recently visited the CTPAB to see if the City of Salem would have interest in participating 
in an Americans for the Arts (AFA) Economic Impact Study.  The City of Eugene 
participated in this study in 2016 and received a report that outlines the economic 
impact of arts/cultural non-profit groups on local tourism.  The CTPAB (and local 
organizations that participate in CTPAB and receive Transient Occupancy Tax funding) 
encouraged Salem participation with this study, and on January 24, 2022, the City 
Council authorized the City Manager to contract with the Americans for the Arts and 
Oregon Arts Commission for this study.   
 
A contract is in place and small Subcommittee with members from local arts 
organizations is being formed to help facilitate the collection of 800+ surveys that will 
need to be completed using a proprietary form from the AFA.  The subcommittee will 
also work to compile a list of arts related organizations in the Salem area. The survey 
effort is expected to begin in May of 2022. 
 
Chair D’Arcy agreed that these types of studies can provide new information/data that 
may assist with funding requests that support local efforts.  This will also provide an 
opportunity to highlight the level of related activity already underway in Salem. Chair 
D’Arcy asked if this study would gauge impact of individual artists or if it is limited to 
local non-profit organizations.  Mr. Neider explained that the focus is anticipated to be 
on local organizations but has not yet received additional detail from the AFA. 
 



 

 

Those that are interested in participating in the Subcommittee are encouraged to reach 
out to Mr. Neider (CNeider@cityofsalem.net).  Staff will provide SPAC a copy of the 
report that was completed for the City of Eugene (this was shared with City Council on 
January 24). 

 
d. ½ Percent for Public Art – Public Works Operations Building: 

 
The Selection Committee (includes one representative from Hacker Architects, one 
representative from Salem Public Works, and two representatives from SPAC – 
Commissioner Booth and Commissioner Hernandez) met on February 11 to review the 
27 artist qualification submittals that were received for the new Public Works building.  
Commissioner Booth noted she had been impressed with the list of artists that 
submitted information for this project but that it did include a lot of muralists (space for 
a mural may be a challenge).  Commissioner Booth further noted that the discussion and 
final selection of artists for the second phase went smoothly amongst the group. Five 
very strong candidates were first initially identified by the Committee.  After continued 
discussion another five artists (ten in all) were selected to move forward to the next 
phase. 
 
For the second phase, each artist will be invited to create and present to the Committee 
a specific artwork proposal for the Public Works Operations Building.  Each artist will be 
provided a stipend to create their proposal.  Staff will look to schedule two different 
virtual “Open House” sessions next week to provide additional information to the 
selected artists about the building design, the final selection process, and to address 
questions.  The final interviews with each artist will be scheduled for the last week in 
March. 
 

e. Intersectional Art – Street Painting 
 
Chair D’Arcy shared that a specific proposal for intersectional art from the Grant 
Neighborhood moved forward through City Council and that Councilor Stapleton put 
forth a Motion instructing City staff to develop a proposal for a Street Mural program 
for Salem.  Staff confirmed that the Grant Neighborhood Association submitted a letter 
to Council in December proposing a street mural at the intersection of Cottage and 
Belmont Streets.  Public Works staff has since created a draft Procedure for “Street 
Paintings” based off the City of Portland Street Painting Permit program.  This draft has 
been reviewed by legal and other staff and was shared with members of the Grant 
Neighborhood Assoc. last week (staff will send a copy out to SPAC after this meeting). 
 
Staff shared that through this new program, applications for a Street Painting Permit 
would be submitted to and approved by Public Works staff.  If all required items for the 
permit (including documentation of support from neighbors), then the permit would be 
approved.  As in Portland, these paintings will only be allowed on neighborhood streets 
(not high traffic areas), and that the painting designs cannot include words, recognizable 
symbols, or copyrighted material.   
 
Staff reminded that street paintings are presently not allowed per City Code (SRC 
Chapter 900 – Signs).  As such, the next step will be to move forward with proposed 
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code revisions for the addition of two new terms (“Street Painting” and “Community 
Art”) under Salem Revised Code Chapter 15 (Public Art). These would also be added as 
exemptions to SRC 900 as exemptions. 
 
Chair D’Arcy asked if there will be a fee.  Staff anticipates that there will indeed be a 
permit fee but has not yet seen that level of detail. 
 

f. Updates: 
 

Eco-Earth Globe 
 
Chair D’Arcy has attended recent Salem Parks Foundation Board meetings and has 
learned that approximately $21K has so far been raised for the globe.  She further 
expressed gratitude for the support that has been received from the Foundation. 
 
The letter of support from SPAC for Local Historic Resource nomination of the Eco-Earth 
was included with the staff report to the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) for their 
January 20 meeting.  Chair D’Arcy and staff attended to and helped to address 
questions.  The Commission did agree to move forward with the nomination and the 
next steps will include additional public notification, a public hearing at the HLC, and a 
public hearing at City Council. 
 
The Parks Foundation recently requested a letter of support from the City to provide 
$112K of the total estimated funds needed for Eco-Earth repairs.  A letter of support 
was drafted and documents that this request will indeed be presented to City Council as 
part of the upcoming budget approval process (late spring).    

 
Cost Estimates - The Drummer (Robert Hess) 

 
Staff has solicited multiple estimates for the repair of The Drummer with the 
replacement of the base.  Staff provided an update on the two detailed proposals that 
have been received (Architectural Resources Group and Cook Brothers Omnia LLC).  The 
proposals are similar in cost ($5500 - $5700) but offer differing approaches to the 
stabilization of the sculpture and fabrication of the new base.  It was suggested that 
staff reach out to the Oregon Artist Series Foundation, the Hallie Ford Museum, and/or 
others for additional feedback.  Artist Mikkel Hilde may also be able to provide an 
estimate for this work. 

 
6. Action Items 
  

a. Commission Officer Election – Vice Chair 
 

b. Preferred maintenance/base fabrication for The Drummer 
 

A quorum of Commissioners was not present.  These items will be deferred. 
 
 

 



 

 

7. Commissioner Comments 
 
Chair D’Arcy shared that the Oregon Artist Series Foundation has completed the new gallery 
space at the Salem Convention Center called the Level 2 Gallery 2, and that artwork from 
West Salem artist Kristin Kuhns is now on display.  
 
 
Staff has removed and wrapped the artwork by Amanda Wojick that was previously on 
display in the new Art Hall at the Library.  The artwork has been tucked in a secure space 
and is awaiting pickup by Ms. Wojick. 
 
A new Request for Proposals has been issued Public Art Conservation & Maintenance 
contractors of record that will close in March.  If anyone from SPAC is interested in 
participating in the proposal review and selection, please reach out to staff (Commissioner 
Cotter Howell participated in this process previously). 
 
Staff requested input on potential options forward for murals to be categorized as 
“Community Artwork” without the need for these to be accepted into the Public Collection.  
This is still being discussed and would need to be approved by Legal staff with Code 
Revisions approved through City Council.  Chair D’Arcy expressed an interest in seeing 
activity in all parts of the city as well as in seeing artwork that could become icons in the 
community.  She shared that much of the success around the mural program in Portland is 
dependent on the collaboration between the City, an active Arts Council, and a non-profit 
organization.  She would like to see better facilitation with the artists, more help provided 
to artists to navigate the process, and some of the barriers of this process removed. 
Commissioner Booth agreed that multiple supports that work together to connect artists 
and locations is important.  Commissioner Emerick noted that we have not received any 
updates from the YMCA regarding a proposed mural at the new site. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



PROCEDURE FOR HEARINGS  
ON PUBLIC ART MURALS (Staff Proposed) 

 
 

1. Open the public hearing. 
 

2. Ask if there are any conflicts of interest or ex parte contacts. 
 

3. Call for Staff presentation, including review of section criteria. 
 

4. Ask if the Commissioners have any questions of Staff. 
 

5. Call for the Applicant’s presentation. (Total of 15 minutes for entire presentation—including all 
representatives). 

 
6. Ask if there is a Neighborhood Association representative wishing to speak.  (10-minute limit). 

 
7. Public Testimony, if any (5-minute limit per person).  Have written testimony included into the 

record of the hearing. 
 

8. Ask if there are any additional questions of Staff. 
 

9. Call for the Applicant’s Rebuttal, if any. 
 

10. Close the public hearing. 
 

11. Call for a Motion on proposed mural. 
 

12. Proceed to Commission deliberations on proposed mural Motion. (No additional testimony can be 
received without formally re-opening the hearing.) 

 
13. Call for an open role count vote on the proposed mural Motion. 

 
14. Report the result on the record. 



FOR THE MEETING OF: March 9, 2022 
           AGENDA ITEM:  5.a.   5    
  
 

TO:      SALEM PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
 
FROM:     Heather Dimke, Management Analyst 
    Staff Liaison to Salem Public Art Commission (SPAC) 
 
HEARING DATE:  March 9, 2022 
 
SUMMARY:   Proposal for painting to be accepted into the Public Art Collection  
    as a Public Mural 
 
LOCATION:   4910 Turner Rd. SE, Salem, OR 97317     

 
APPLICANT(S):  Jon Taylor (Valley Roofing & Exteriors) 
 
REQUEST:   Review application materials and public testimony submitted for a Public Mural 

located at 4910 Turner Rd. SE (Marion County Assessors Map and Tax Lot 
number 082W07C000501) 

 
CRITERIA:    Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapter 15 – Public Art   

SPAC Public Art Collection Guidelines, Policies And Procedures 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVE 
  
    
SUMMARY: 
 
The applicant is seeking to have an exterior painting on the north façade of a commercial building at 4910 
Turner Rd. SE (Attachment A – Vicinity Map) accepted into the Public Art Collection as a public mural. The building 
is located within the Southeast Mill Creek Neighborhood Association (SEMCA). The painting is an Iwo Jima  
veteran tribute depicting the flag raising atop Mt. Suribachi on February 23, 1945.   
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
As stated in the Salem Public Art Commission Guidelines, Policies and Procedures, “The purpose of the Public 
Mural Program Procedures and Standards is to ensure that Public Mural Program enhances the aesthetics of the 
City, provides avenues for original artistic expression in the City, provides public edification through access to 
original works of public art, encourages community participation in the creation of original works of art, and 
reduces the incidence of graffiti and other crime while increasing community identity and fostering a sense of 
place.” 
 
Pursuant to Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapter 15 – Public Art (15.070 through 15.100) and the Salem Public Art 
Commission (SPAC) Guidelines, Policies, and Procedures, all public murals require approval from the Salem Public 
Art Commission (SPAC) for acceptance into the Public Art Collection. Per the listed requirements, SPAC shall hold a 
public hearing and receive testimony on the proposed mural from interested members of the public. Public notice 
shall be provided to the Neighborhood Association where the proposed mural would be placed no later than 30 
days before the hearing.  This notice shall explain the purpose of the hearing and contain a picture and description 

https://library.municode.com/or/salem/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_TITIGO_CH15PUAR
https://www.cityofsalem.net/Pages/salem-public-art-commission.aspx
https://www.cityofsalem.net/Pages/salem-public-art-commission.aspx
https://www.cityofsalem.net/citydocuments/salem-public-art-commission-policies-and-guidelines.pdf
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of the mural.  A public hearing notice was sent to SEMCA via electronic mail, posted to the City of Salem website, 
and delivered to the applicant on January 28, 2022 (Attachment B – Public Hearing Notice). 
 
The applicant is, in part, seeking approval of the exterior painting into the Public Art Collection as a public mural, to 
bring the painting into compliance with City codes as resolution of an enforcement action. City codes state that 
exterior paintings which are not public murals are subject to regulation under the City’s sign code. However, City 
code and SPAC guidelines do not prohibit an existing exterior painting from being approved into the Public Art 
Collection as a public mural. That the exterior painting has already been created is not a factor of consideration for 
or against approval as a public mural. 
 
 
FACTS AND FINDINGS: 
 
Staff reviewed the application materials and has the following findings for the applicable criteria and guidelines.   

 
Criteria: SRC 15.090 - Procedures, Mandatory Criteria for Public Murals.   
 

(a) Public murals shall remain in place, without alterations, for a period of not less than seven years, 
except as may be specified by the Salem Public Art Commission in the conditions of approval. 
 

(b) In historic districts, public murals may only be allowed on buildings that are non-historic non-
contributing buildings or structures.  Murals in historic districts shall not be allowed on a building 
façade.  For purposes of this paragraph, the building façade is defined as the wall that contains the 
main entrance onto the premises. 

 
(c) No public murals shall be allowed on single family dwellings, duplexes, or multi-family dwellings. As 

used in this subsection, single family dwellings, duplexes, or multi-family dwellings do not include 
mixed-use buildings which contain a single-family dwelling, duplex, or multi-family dwellings. 

 
(d) No public mural may contain electrical components, three dimensional structural elements; employ 

electrical lights as part of the image, moving structural elements, flashing or sequential lighting, 
interior lighting elements, any automated method that causes movement, or any method that causes 
periodic changes in the appearance of the public mural or changes the mural image or message. 

 
(e) Public murals shall be located in a manner that is accessible to the public. 

 
(f) The approval and acceptance of each public mural shall be contingent upon the conveyance of a 

public mural easement to the City from the owner of the building upon which the mural will be 
located, in a form approved by the City Attorney.  The terms of the easement shall grant the right to 
create the public mural on the wall of the building and provide that the person granting the easement 
will maintain and restore the public mural in its original condition for the period of the easement, and 
state that upon termination of the easement, the mural shall be removed and the building restored to 
its prior condition. 
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Criteria 15.090 - Findings 
 
Valley Roofing & Exteriors Mural 
 
Staff recommends that SPAC find that Criteria: 15.090 Procedures, Mandatory Criteria for Public Murals (a) 
through (f) have been met per the summary below:  
 
The applicant is requesting approval of an exterior painting on the north facing façade of 4910 Turner Rd. SE.   
 

• The applicant has agreed to maintain the painting for seven years and has submitted a signed 
notarized public mural easement as part of the application.  Staff recommends that the SPAC find that 
SRC 15.090 (a) and (f) have been met. 

• The mural is not in a historic district.  SRC 15.090(b) is not relevant to this case. 

• Staff recommends that the SPAC find that SRC 15.090 (c) and (d) have been met.  The location does not 
contain any dwelling units or electrical components, three dimensional structural components, electric 
lighting or moving structural elements.   

• The painting is located on the north facing façade of a commercial building and is visible from Kuebler 
Boulevard and Turner Road SE. Staff recommends that the SPAC find that SRC 15.090 (e) has been met. 
  

 
Criteria: SPAC Guidelines Policies and Procedures (GPP) 8.A.(1) - Public Mural Selection Criteria 

 
In addition to the criteria established in the Public Art Collection Development Guidelines, criteria for 
approving public murals include: 
 

(a) Strength of artist’s concept for, and originality of, proposed public mural. 
(b) Demonstrated craftsmanship of artist.   
(c) Appropriateness of scale of the public mural to the wall on which the proposed public mural will be 

painted/attached. 
(d) Appropriateness of the scale of the public mural to the surrounding neighborhood.  
(e) Architectural, geographical, socio-cultural and/or historical relevance of the public mural to the site.  
(f) General support/advocacy for the public mural from the building owner/user, surrounding 

neighborhood, adjacent businesses, and arts community.  
(g) Demonstrated ability to complete the proposed public mural on time and within budget. 
(h) If the proposed public mural will be located in a historic district, the proposed public mural: 

o Will be on a building or structure that is "non-historic non-contributing" under historic preservation 
laws. 

o Will not be located on the building façade.  For purposes of this criterion, the building façade is 
defined as the wall that contains the main entrance onto the premises.     

(i) The proposed public murals will not be located on a single-family dwelling, duplex, or multi-family 
dwelling.  As used in this subsection, single family dwellings, duplexes, or multi-family dwellings do not 
include mixed-use buildings which contain residences.   

(j) The proposed public mural will not contain electrical components, three dimensional structural 
elements; employ electrical lights as part of the image, moving structural elements, flashing or 
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sequential lighting, interior lighting elements, any automated method that causes movement, or any 
method that causes periodic changes in the appearance of the public mural or changes the mural 
image or message. 

(k) The public murals will be located in a manner that is accessible to the public. 
 
 
Criteria GPP - Findings 
 
Valley Roofing & Exteriors Mural 
 
Staff recommends that the SPAC find that GPP 8.A.(1)(a) through (f) have been met through the conditions 
provided below: 
 
The applicant is requesting SPAC approval of an exterior painting that has been placed on a commercial building 
4910 Turner Rd. SE. This is an original painting by artist Mario De Leon. The painting depicts the raising of the 
American flag atop Mt. Suribachi during the battle of Iwo Jima. Per the application materials (Attachment C – 
Application), this artwork was selected to serve as a tribute to veterans and to “shed light on soldiers of color that 
served during WWII, including 25,000 Native Americans, 125,000 African Americans, and 500,000 Mexican 
Americans that fought for and some who paid the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms we have today.”  Artist Mario 
De Leon was selected to create the painting based on recent artwork and an after an onsite meeting to discuss the 
project.  
  
The painting in question is on the north facing façade of a commercial building near the intersection of Turner Rd. 
SE and Kuebler Boulevard SE in Salem. The building sits in a high traffic area that has been zoned for Industrial 
Commercial use. The size of the painting has been scaled to fit the building façade and is visible to the public from 
Kuebler Boulevard and Turner Road SE. Continued development to the north of this address may partially obstruct 
the view from vehicle traffic once completed. Adverse impacts to the building or surrounding neighborhood have 
not been documented and are not anticipated.  Letters from adjacent property owners and members of the 
community demonstrate public support for the painting to be accepted by SPAC into the Public Art Collection. 
 
Staff recommends that SPAC find that Criteria: SPAC Guidelines Policies and Procedures (GPP). 8.A.(1) - 
Public Mural Selection Criteria (g) through (k) have been met. 
 

• As this painting has been completed staff finds that GPP 8.A.(1)(g) does not apply. 

• GPP 8.A.(1)(h) through 8.A.(1)(k) have already been addressed per SRC 15.090(b) through 15.090 (e). 
These conditions have been met. 

 
 
Public Comment 
 
Summary of comments received during open public comment period (as of March 2, 2022). 
 

A. Neighborhood Association:  The subject property is located in the Southeast Mill Creek Association 
(SEMCA) neighborhood boundaries.  No comments received from SEMCA. 

 
B.  Staff received one email of support and one phone call voicing support for the proposed mural.  One 

additional email of support and signature of report were provided to staff from the applicant (see 
Attachment B). 
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Summary of comments received prior to open public comment period (before January 28, 2022). 
 
A. Approximately 50 emails were submitted to the City Council voicing support for the painting.  An estimate 

of 75-80 phone calls were in the City Manager’s Office further voicing support.  Staff also received emails 
and phone calls expressing support.  Staff have been informed that Valley Roofing also received high 
volumes of emails and calls expressing support (see Example Letter in Attachment B). 

 
 
VI. RECOMMENDATION  

 
According to SRC Chapter 15 and the SPAC Guidelines, Policies, and Procedures Manual, the public mural 
enhances the aesthetics of the City, provides avenues for original artistic expression in the City, provides 
public edification through access to original works of public art, encourages community participation in the 
creation of original works of art, and reduces the incidence of graffiti and other crime while increasing 
community identity and fostering a sense of place. 
 
Based upon the information presented in the application, the findings as presented in this staff report, and the 
public testimony received, staff recommends that the Salem Public Arts Commission APPROVE the proposal as 
submitted. 
 
VIII. DECISION ALTERNATIVES 
 
A. APPROVE the proposal as submitted by the applicant and indicated on the drawings. 
B.  APPROVE the proposal with conditions to satisfy specific guideline(s). 
C. DENY the proposal based on noncompliance with identified guidelines in SRC 15, indicating which 

guideline(s) is not met and the reason(s) the guideline is not met.   
 
VIIII. APPEAL 
 
The decision of the Salem Public Art Commission in this matter is final and may not be appealed. 
 
 
Attachments: A.  Vicinity Map 
   B.  Public Hearing Notice and Comments Received 
   C.  Public Mural Application Materials 
 
 
         
Prepared by:  Heather Dimke, Management Analyst - Salem Public Art Commission Staff 
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