
FOR THE MEETING OF: June 15, 2023 
AGENDA ITEM: 7.a  

 
ISSUE: 
 
Application for the Oregon Special Assessment of Historic Property program and 
historic preservation plan for 455 Court Street NE, Marion County Assessors Map and 
Tax Lot number: 073W22DC06100. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Information Only. 
 
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND:  
 
The property owner, Charles Weathers, has submitted an application to the Oregon 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to enroll in the Oregon State Special 
Assessment of Historic Property Program for the historic building(s) located at 455 
Court Street NE. The application includes a Preservation Plan which includes seven (7) 
proposed projects (Attachment A). These proposed projects include repair and 
maintenance of windows, masonry and brick, upgrading of HVAC as well as exterior 
work previously reviewed and approved by the HLC under HIS22-28 in 2022, which 
included reopening formerly blocked windows and doors, removing non-historic awnings 
and replacing the non-original storefront.  

Owners of historic properties on the National Register of Historic Places are eligible for 
enrollment in Oregon’s Special Assessment of Historic Properties program. Oregon’s 
Special Assessment of Historic Properties program offers a specially assessed 
value, calculated by the county assessor, to formally listed National Register properties 
for a 10-year benefit term. The intent of the benefit is to encourage state-wide 
preservation by providing an owner with an avenue to make appropriate preservation 
improvements to the property without being fully assessed on those improvements 
during the 10-year benefit period. At the end of the 10-year term the assessed value of 
the property will return to the fully assessed value which now includes the 
improvements completed during the 10-year benefit period.  

Owners must apply to the Oregon SHPO for enrollment into the program. This 
application must include a historic preservation plan for the property, which includes a 
detailed description of the proposed rehabilitation and preservation work which the 
owner anticipates completing within this ten-year period.  

FACTS AND FINDINGS: 
 

1. Preservation Plan Review. The City of Salem is a Certified Local Government 
with a qualified Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC), therefore, the HLC has 
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been invited by the SHPO to review and comment on the Preservation Plan 
submitted as part of Charles Weather’s application to enroll in the Oregon 
Special Assessment of Historic Properties program. 

 
2. Commissioner SA Evaluation Worksheet. The Oregon SHPO has invited the 

Salem HLC Commissioners to evaluate the proposed preservation proposal 
within four (areas): 1) Integrity; 2) Restoration; 3) Repair and Maintenance; and 
4) Timeline & Budget by noting where each Commissioner believes the 
Preservation Plan is acceptable as submitted, or where Commissioners have 
concerns. Please note, this review does not substitute for any required local 
historic design review but will be utilized by SHPO staff to evaluate the 
application for enrollment in the Special Assessment Program. 
 

3. Local Land Use and Permits Still Required. Once the Oregon SHPO has 
approved the application and the property is enrolled in the Oregon Special 
Assessment of Historic Properties program, the owner may proceed with the 
projects identified in the preservation plan for the property. The property owner is 
still required to obtain any necessary local land use approvals or historic design 
review approvals, as well as any required building permits before starting work 
on the identified projects.  
 

4. Local Historic Design Review May Substitute for SHPO Review. Once the 
property is enrolled in the Oregon Special Assessment of Historic Properties 
program, the owner may request that the City of Salem’s local historic design 
review process substitute for SHPO review. The City of Salem is a Certified Local 
Government with qualified staff and a qualified HLC, therefore the owner may 
elect to bypass SHPO review for projects in their Preservation Plan and instead 
utilize the local historic design review process for review and approval of the 
proposed work within the Preservation Plan, provided the City sends notice and 
provides SHPO staff an opportunity to comment. 
 

Attachments: (A) Proposed Preservation Plan 
  (B) Commissioner Evaluation Worksheet 
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Attachment A



























Oregon Special Assessment  REVIEW WORKSHEET 

City of Salem Case: SA23-01  455 Court Street NE 
 

City of Salem -   Historic Landmarks Commission(er) Preservation Plan Comment 

Please comment on the submitted Historic Preservation Plan for 455 Court St NE within the four 

(4) areas below. Please note, this review does NOT substitute for any local required historic 

design review. These comments are submitted to the Oregon SHPO to be reviewed as part of 

consideration of the Special Assessment enrollment application. 

1. Integrity:  Does the proposed preservation plan have projects ensure that the 

integrity of the character defining features of the Historic Resource are Retained? 

 

 

 

2. Restoration: Does the proposed preservation plan include projects that restore 

character defining features of the resource that have been lost? 

 

 

 

3. Repair and Maintenance: Does the proposed preservation plan include projects 

the ensure the character defining features will be maintained and repaired over 

the ten-year period? 

 

 

 

4. Timeline & Budget:  Does the proposed preservation plan include a timeline and 

budget that appear to be reasonable? 

 

 

Other General Comments or Concerns for SHPO Staff to consider? 

 

 

Commissioner Name: 

Date: 

RETURN THE WORKSHEET TO YOUR CITY STAFF:  NO LATER than JUNE 16, 2023  

City Staff -Please consolidate Comments and return TO JOY SEARS, Restoration Specialist   

joySears@oprd.oregon.gov   by JUNE 17, 2023 

Attachment B
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