
Equity means all residents have the opportunity to participate
and thrive in an inclusive society. This requires rectifying
unequal access to resources and opportunities caused by
historic and current systems of oppression and exclusion
related to race, income, ability, gender, sexual identity, and
other factors.

An equitable community overcomes disparities by providing
increased levels of support to community members based on
their needs. In Salem, it is a priority to advance equity in
decision-making processes and the outcomes of those
processes, including policies, investments, practices, and
procedures.

Equity is central to what we do. Why is equity so important?


