
Si necesita ayuda para comprender esta informacion, por favor llame  
503-588-6173 

 

DECISION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

 

MINOR HISTORIC DESIGN REEVIEW CASE NO.: HIS21-17 

 

APPLICATION NO.: 21-113667-DR 
 

NOTICE OF DECISION DATE: September 29, 2021 
 

SUMMARY: A proposal to repair and replace three(3) staircases on the exterior of 
the John & Edith Rand House (c1892). 
 

REQUEST: Class 2 Minor Historic Design Review of a proposal to repair and replace 
three(3) staircases on the exterior of the John & Edith Rand House (c.1892) a 
historic contributing resource in the Court Chemeketa National Register Historic 
District located at 1391 Court Street NE (Marion County Assessor Map and Tax Lot 
Number: 073W27CA01600). 

 

APPLICANT: Hector Garcia  
 

LOCATION: 1391 Court St NE, Salem OR 97301 
 

CRITERIA: Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapters 230.025(a) – Siding, Exterior Trim 
& Minor Architectural Features   

 

FINDINGS: The findings are in the attached Decision dated September 29, 2021. 
 

DECISION: The Historic Preservation Officer (a Planning Administrator 

designee) APPROVED Minor Historic Design Review Case No. HIS21-17 subject to 
the following conditions of approval:  
 

Condition 1: The applicant shall ensure that the posts at the base of the stairwell 
on the south side of the resource are replaced with turned posts 
that match the material of the original. Pressure treated wood shall 
not be utilized. 

 

Condition 2: The applicant shall provide the Historic Preservation Officer a 
mockup of a small section (panel) of the new engineered handrail 
with the attached salvaged turned spindles for preliminary 
inspection, prior to installation of the spindles on all of the exterior 
stairwells.  

 
The rights granted by the attached decision must be exercised, or an extension 
granted, by October 15, 2023, or this approval shall be null and void. 
 
Application Deemed Complete:  August 31, 2021  
Notice of Decision Mailing Date:  September 29, 2021 
Decision Effective Date:   October 15, 2021  
State Mandate Date:   December 29, 2021  
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Case Manager: Kimberli Fitzgerald, kfitzgerald@cityofsalem.net, 503-540-2397 
 
This decision is final unless written appeal and associated fee (if applicable) from an aggrieved 
party is filed with the City of Salem Planning Division, Room 320, 555 Liberty Street SE, Salem OR 
97301, or by email at planning@cityofsalem.net, no later than 5:00 p.m. Thursday, October 15, 
2021. The notice of appeal must contain the information required by SRC 300.1020 and must 
state where the decision failed to conform to the provisions of the applicable code section, SRC 
Chapter(s) 230. The appeal fee must be paid at the time of filing. If the appeal is untimely and/or 
lacks the proper fee, the appeal will be rejected. The Historic Landmarks Commission will review 
the appeal at a public hearing. After the hearing, the Historic Landmarks Commission may amend, 
rescind, or affirm the action, or refer the matter to staff for additional information. 
 
The complete case file, including findings, conclusions and conditions of approval, if any, is 
available for review by contacting the case manager, or at the Planning Desk in the Permit 
Application Center, Room 305, City Hall, 555 Liberty Street SE, during regular business hours. 
 
 
 

http://www.cityofsalem.net/planning 
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BEFORE THE PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE CITY OF SALEM 

 

HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW CASE NO. HIS21-17 

DECISION 

 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF ) MINOR HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW 

HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW )  

CASE NO. HIS21-17 )  

1391 COURT STREET NE ) September 29, 2021 
   
In the matter of the application for a Minor Historic Design Review submitted by Hector Garcia, 
the Historic Preservation Officer, a Planning Administrator designee, having received and 
reviewed evidence and the application materials, makes the following findings and adopts the 
following order as set forth herein. 
 

REQUEST 

 
SUMMARY: A proposal to repair and replace three(3) staircases on the exterior of the John & 
Edith Rand House (c1892). 
 
REQUEST: Class 2 Minor Historic Design Review of a proposal to repair and replace three(3) 
staircases on the exterior of the John & Edith Rand House (c.1892) a historic contributing 
resource in the Court Chemeketa National Register Historic District located at 1391 Court Street 
NE (Marion County Assessor Map and Tax Lot Number: 073W27CA01600). 
 
A vicinity map illustrating the location of the property is attached hereto, and made a part of 
this decision (Attachment A). 
 

DECISION 

 

APPROVED based upon the application materials deemed complete on August 31, 2021 and 
the findings as presented in this report with the following CONDITIONS of APPROVAL: 
 

Condition 1: The applicant shall ensure that the posts at the base of the stairwell on the 
south side of the resource are replaced with turned posts that match the 
material of the original. Pressure treated wood shall not be utilized. 

 

Condition 2: The applicant shall provide the Historic Preservation Officer a mockup of a 
small section (panel) of the new engineered handrail with the attached 
salvaged turned spindles for preliminary inspection, prior to installation of the 
spindles on all of the exterior stairwells.  
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FINDINGS 
 

1. Minor Historic Design Review Applicability 
 
SRC230.020(f) requires Historic Design Review approval for any alterations to historic 
resources as those terms and procedures are defined in SRC 230.The Planning Administrator 
shall render a decision supported by findings that explain conformance or lack thereof with 
relevant design standards, state the facts relied upon in rendering the decision, and explain 
justification for the decision. 

 

PROPOSAL 

 
The applicant proposes to repair and replace three staircases on the exterior of the John & 
Edith Rand House. As stated within the applicant’s written narrative, the applicant is proposing 
to repair and/or replace portions of the stairs, handrails and decking that are in poor condition. 
The stair repair has been designed by an engineer to ensure that it meets all requirements for 
structural safety as required under the building code while still ensuring that all significant 
historic architectural features are maintained. Specifically, the applicant is proposing to attach 
the existing character defining spindles to the exterior of the new engineered stair rails. The 
applicant is proposing to secure the spindles to the top and bottom rails utilizing metal 
fasteners. The applicant is proposing to retain the turned posts or replace these features in 
kind, matching the design of the existing. The applicant’s proposed materials for the 

replacement posts and engineered rail will be of wood (Attachment C).  

 
A stop work order was issued on September 15, 2020 and an investigation fee charged by the 
Building and Safety Division for work on the front stair, deck and handrail without first obtaining 
the required permits. Subsequently Building and Safety Division staff, Compliance staff and 
Historic Preservation staff coordinated with the applicant to ensure that both the appropriate 
submittals and required engineering were submitted for both the building permit submittal and 
the required historic design review submittals. On the front stair, the original turned post at the 
base of the stairwell have been replaced with a square pressure treated post, which does not 

replicate the design of the original historic turned posts in this location (Attachment D). 

 

SUMMARY OF RECORD 

 
The following items are submitted to the record and are available upon request: All materials 
submitted by the applicant, including any applicable professional studies such as traffic impact 
analysis, geologic assessments, and stormwater reports; any materials and comments from 
public agencies, City departments, neighborhood associations, and the public; and all 
documents referenced in this report. 
 

APPLICANT’S STATEMENT 
 
A request for historic design review must be supported by proof that it conforms to all 
applicable criteria imposed by the Salem Revised Code. The applicants submitted a written 

statement, which a portion of is included as Attachment C in this staff report.  
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Staff utilized the information from the applicant’s statements to evaluate the applicant’s 
proposal and to compose the facts and findings within the staff report. Salem Revised  

Code: Criteria: 230.025(a) Siding, exterior trim and minor architectural features are applicable 
to this project.  

 

FACTS & FINDINGS 
 

1. Historic Designation  
 
Under Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapter 230, no exterior portion of a local historic 
resource, contributing, non-contributing building or new construction in a historic district shall 
be erected, altered, restored, moved or demolished until historic design review approval has 
been granted on the basis of the project’s conformity with the applicable criteria in SRC 230. 
Conditions of approval, if any, shall be limited to project modifications required to meet the 
applicable criteria.  
 
According to SRC 230.020(f), historic design review approval shall be granted if the 
application satisfies the applicable standards set forth in Chapter 230. For Class 1 and Class 2 
Minor Historic Design Review decisions HLC staff, the Historic Preservation Officer (a 
designee of the Planning Administrator), shall render their decision supported by findings that 
explain conformance or lack thereof with relevant design standards, state the facts relied upon 
in rendering the decision, and explain justification for the decision. 
 

2. Historic Significance 

 
The John and Edith Rand House was constructed in 1892 in the vernacular Queen Anne style 
most likely by Willard w. Green who also constructed the Witzel-Watters House which is 
closely similar in design. The house is significant for its association with Oregon Supreme 
Court Justice John Langdon Rand. Rand served on the Oregon Supreme Court from 1921-
1942. Justice Rand lived in this house on Court Street throughout his term on the Supreme 
Court until his death. 
 

3. Neighborhood and Citizen Comments 
 
The subject property is located within the Northeast Neighbors Association (NEN). A Request 
for Comments was sent to the neighborhood association, and surrounding property owners 
and tenants within 250 feet of the property pursuant to Salem Revised Code (SRC) 
requirements on August 31, 2021. Comments were received from Heidi Grew, Joan Lloyd and 

Jaime White (Attachment E). Concerns were expressed regarding the appropriate use of 
period materials and ensuring that the decorative railing elements are preserved.  
 

4. City Department and Public Agency Comments 
 
The Building and Safety Division indicates that the applicant must obtain required permits. The 
Planning Division has reviewed the proposal and has no concerns. The Fire Department 
stated that they have no concerns. The Public Works Department has no concerns.  
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5. Historic Design Review 
 

SRC Chapter SRC Criteria: 230.025(a) Siding, Exterior trim and minor architectural features 
are applicable to this project. Table 230-1 defines this activity as a Class 2 Minor Historic 
Design Review. Historic Landmarks Commission staff reviewed the project proposal and has 
the following findings for the applicable criterion. 

 

230.025. Standards for Historic Contributing Buildings and Features within Residential 

Historic Districts.  
 
(a) Siding, Exterior trim and minor architectural features.  
 

(1) Materials. The replacement materials are the same type and quality as the original 
siding, exterior trim or minor architectural feature, or duplicate, to the greatest degree 
possible, the appearance and structural qualities of the material being replaced. 

 

Finding: The applicant’s proposed materials for the replacement posts and engineered rail will 
be of wood. The applicant is proposing to salvage the existing historic wooden spindles and 
secure these to the top and bottom rails utilizing metal fasteners. The turned posts will be 
retained or the posts will be replaced with in kind materials. Staff finds that in order to better 
meet SRC 230.025(1) the follow CONDITION of approval is adopted: 
 

Condition 1: The applicant shall ensure that the posts at the base of the stairwell on the 
south side of the resource are replaced with turned posts that match the 
material of the original. Pressure treated wood shall not be utilized. 

 

(2) Design. The replacement reproduces the appearance of the original siding, exterior 
trim or minor architectural feature. 

 

Finding: The applicant proposes to repair and replace three staircases on the exterior of the 
John & Edith Rand House with the intention of both ensuring the safety of these stairwells is 
improved as well as ensuring the historic integrity of the character defining features of the 
posts and turned spindles are maintained. While the applicant’s written narrative and 
submitted engineered plans detail the intention to ensure the appearance of the stairwell and 
handrails is maintained by attaching the decorative spindles to the exterior of the engineered 
wooden rails, it is unclear how well this replacement will reproduce the appearance of these 
architectural features to the greatest degree feasible. Therefore, prior to final historic 
inspection on the associated Building Permit, the applicant shall coordinate with the Historic 
Preservation Officer to make any necessary corrections to ensure that the replacement and 
repair work reproduces the design character defining features of the original handrail and 
spindles to the greatest degree feasible. Therefore, staff adopts the following CONDITION of 
approval to ensure that SRC 230.025(a)(2) is better met: 
 

Condition 2: The applicant shall provide the Historic Preservation Officer a mockup of a 
small section (panel) of the new engineered handrail with the attached 
salvaged turned spindles for preliminary inspection, prior to installation of the 
spindles on all of the exterior stairwells.  
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(3) Energy Efficiency. Improvements to improve energy efficiency are allowed, provided 
the exterior appearance of the historic resource is preserved to the greatest extent 
possible. Example: Adding additional insulation to attics, crawl spaces or basements. 

 

Finding: The applicant has not proposed any improvements relating to energy efficiency 
therefore this standard is not applicable to the evaluation of this proposal. 

 

DECISION 
 

APPROVED based upon the application materials deemed complete on August 31, 2021 and 
the findings as presented in this report with the following CONDITIONS of APPROVAL: 
 

Condition 1: The applicant shall ensure that the posts at the base of the stairwell on the 
south side of the resource are replaced with turned posts that match the 
material of the original. Pressure treated wood shall not be utilized. 

 

Condition 2: The applicant shall provide the Historic Preservation Officer a mockup of a 
small section (panel) of the new engineered handrail with the attached 
salvaged turned spindles for preliminary inspection, prior to installation of the 
spindles on all of the exterior stairwells.  

 

 
Kimberli Fitzgerald, AICP 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Planning Administrator Designee 
 
 

Attachments: A. Vicinity Map  
 B. Site Plan 
 C. Applicant’s Submittal Materials-Excerpt 
 D. Historic Code Violations 
 E. Neighborhood Comments 
  
  
G:\CD\PLANNING\HISTORIC\CASE APPLICATION Files - Processing Documents & Staff Reports\Minor Type II\Decisions\HIS21-17 1391 
Court St. NE.doc 
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HIS21-17  1391 Court Street NE 

 

Eastern Staircase (fronting 14th Street NE). 
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HIS21-17  1391 Court Street NE 

   

 

 

Western Staircase (interior) 

 

 



HIS21-17  1391 Court Street NE 

                  

 

 

Front Staircase 
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2021 (June)     2012 

 

1391 Court Street NE is designated as a historic contributing resource to the National Register listed 

Court Chemeketa Historic District. It is known as the John & Edith Rand House, constructed in 1892 and 

is significant as a vernacular example of a Queen Anne style house. Of note is the decorative woodwork 

throughout, including the decorative balusters supporting the porch rail and front entry stair handrails.  

The applicant replaced the decorative posts/handrail on the front stair rail without historic design 

review in violation of  SRC 230.020(a): ..no exterior portion of a local historic resource, contributing 

building, non-contributing building or new construction in a local historic district shall be erected, 

altered, restored, moved or demolished until historic design review approval has been granted. 

A Class 3 Major Historic Design Review is required per SRC 230.020(c) and the applicant must 

demonstrate the standards in SRC 230.025 or the guidelines in SRC 230.065 have been met for the 

alterations. 

Additionally it has been noted by a site inspection by Building & Safety Division staff that the stairs are 

currently not built to current building code and are potentially unsafe. SRC 230.100 (b)(1) states that no 

owner of a historic contributing building shall allow: Faults, defects or other conditions which render the 

building or resource structurally unsafe.. 
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1

Kimberli Fitzgerald

From: Heidi Grew <hpgrew@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 4:14 PM

To: Kimberli Fitzgerald

Subject: 1391 Court Street NE comments

Hi Kimberli, 

 

I understand the multi-unit apt/house at 1391 Court Street NE seeks to replace staircases. I hope the final decision 

includes that period materials should be used and, ideally, replacement is mindful of preserving or restoring decorative 

railing elements that are true to that house. 

 

Heidi Preuss Grew 

1568 Chemeketa St NE, Salem, OR 97301 

 

 

Heidi Preuss Grew 

International Academy of Ceramics member since 2007 

www.heidipreussgrew.com 
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Kimberli Fitzgerald

From: noreply@cityofsalem.net on behalf of Jaimescwhite@gmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 9:42 PM

To: Kimberli Fitzgerald

Subject: Contact Kimberli Fitzgerald

Attachments: ATT00001.bin

Your 

Name 
Jaime White 

Your 

Email 
Jaimescwhite@gmail.com 

Your 

Phone 
503-910-0701 

Street 1456 Court St NE 

City Salem 

State OR 

Zip 97301 

Message 

In regards to case HIS 21-17. The property located at 1391 Court St NE. I think that while the owner is 

repairing the handrail, it should be restored back to a more decorative post. The way it looked in the photos 

from 40 years ago.  

 

This email was generated by the dynamic web forms contact us form on 9/15/2021. 



1

Kimberli Fitzgerald

From: Jaimes White <jaimescwhite@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 1:34 PM

To: courtchemeketa@groups.io

Cc: Kimberli Fitzgerald

Subject: Re: [courtchemeketa] Case No. HIS21-17 1391 Court St. NE

The railing should be restored back to the way it was with the decorative railing.  

Jaime White 

McCully Realty 

Principle Broker licensed in Oregon 

 

 

On Sep 15, 2021, at 11:46 AM, Joan Lloyd <jello879@gmail.com> wrote: 

 

The replacement of the staircases for 1391 Court St. NE should not be allowed 

because some of the materials are not period acceptable.  
 

Ryan Chase, an engineer with Alliance Engineering with whom I had a conversation, 

told me that they recommended using pressure treated wood for the project as they 

do for all exterior projects because of its longevity. 
 

Joan Lloyd 

 

_._,_._,_ 

 
Groups.io Links: 

You receive all messages sent to this group.  

View/Reply Online (#924) | Reply To Group | Reply To Sender | Mute This Topic | New Topic 

Your Subscription | Contact Group Owner | Unsubscribe [Jaimescwhite@gmail.com] 

_._,_._,_ 
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Kimberli Fitzgerald

From: Joan Lloyd <jello879@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 11:46 AM

To: Kimberli Fitzgerald

Subject: Case No. HIS21-17 1391 Court St. NE

The replacement of the staircases for 1391 Court St. NE should not be allowed because some of 

the materials are not period acceptable.  
 

Ryan Chase, an engineer with Alliance Engineering with whom I had a conversation, told me that 

they recommended using pressure treated wood for the project as they do for all exterior projects 

because of its longevity. 
 

Joan Lloyd 

 


