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DECISION OF THE HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 

HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW CASE NO.: HIS19-37 

 

APPLICATION NO. : 19-119508-DR 
 

NOTICE OF DECISION DATE: OCTOBER 18, 2019 
 

SUMMARY: A proposal to restore and repair the exterior of the Sweetland-Peck 
House, c1895.  
 

REQUEST: Major Historic Design Review of a proposal to restore and repair the 
exterior of the Sweetland-Peck House, c1895, a non-contributing residence within 
the Court Chemeketa National Register Historic District on property zoned RD 
(Duplex Residential) and located at 1552 Court Street NE, (Marion County Assessors 
Map and Tax Lot number: 073W26BD02700). 

 

APPLICANT: John Poole  
 

LOCATION: 1552 Court St NE / 97301 
 

CRITERIA: Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapters 230.070 

 

FINDINGS: The findings are in the attached Decision dated October 18, 2019. 
 

DECISION: The Historic Landmarks Commission, APPROVED Historic Design 
Review HIS19-37 based upon the application materials deemed complete on 
September 26, 2019 and the findings as presented in this report. 
 

VOTE:  

 
Yes  6  No  0 Absent  3  (Mulvihill, Schutte, Thomas) 

 

 
 
 
 
      

Jamie French, Chair 
Historic Landmarks Commission 
 
This Decision becomes effective on November 5, 2019. No work associated with this 
Decision shall start prior to this date unless expressly authorized by a separate 
permit, land use decision, or provision of the Salem Revised Code (SRC). 
 
The rights granted by the attached decision must be exercised, or an extension 
granted, by November 5, 2021 or this approval shall be null and void.  
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Application Deemed Complete:  September 26, 2019 
Public Hearing Date:   October 17, 2019  
Notice of Decision Mailing Date:  October 18, 2019 
Decision Effective Date:   November 5, 2019 
State Mandate Date:   January 24, 2020  
 
Case Manager: Kimberli Fitzgerald, kfitzgerald@cityofsalem.net, 503-540-2397 
 
This decision is final unless written appeal from an aggrieved party is filed with the City of 
Salem Planning Division, Room 305, 555 Liberty Street SE, Salem OR 97301, no later than 
5:00 p.m., Monday, November 4, 2019. The notice of appeal must contain the information 
required by SRC 300.1020 and must state where the decision failed to conform to the 
provisions of the applicable code section, SRC Chapter(s) 230. The appeal must be filed in 
duplicate with the City of Salem Planning Division. The appeal fee must be paid at the time 
of filing.  If the appeal is untimely and/or lacks the proper fee, the appeal will be rejected.  
The Hearings Officer will review the appeal at a public hearing.  After the hearing, the 
Hearings Officer may amend, rescind, or affirm the action, or refer the matter to staff for 
additional information. 
 
The complete case file, including findings, conclusions and conditions of approval, if any, is 
available for review at the Planning Division office, Room 305, City Hall, 555 Liberty Street 
SE, during regular business hours. 
 
 
 

http://www.cityofsalem.net/planning 
 
\\allcity\amanda\amandaforms\4431Type2-3NoticeOfDecision.doc
 

mailto:kfitzgerald@cityofsalem.net
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DECISION OF THE SALEM HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION  
 
CASE NO. Historic Review Case No. HIS19-37  
 
FINDINGS: Based upon the application materials, the facts and findings in the Staff Report 
incorporated herein by reference, and testimony provided at the Public Hearing of October 17, 
2019, the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) finds that the applicant adequately 
demonstrated that their proposal complies with the applicable provisions of the Salem Revised 
Code (SRC) 230.065 as follows: 
 
Criteria:  230.070 General Guidelines for Non- Contributing Resources 
 
FINDINGS 
 
230.070 General Guidelines for Non- Contributing Resources 
 
(a) Materials shall be consistent with those present in buildings and structures in the 
district generally. 

 

Finding: The HLC finds that the applicant proposed materials include concrete (foundation), 
wrought iron (arbor, fencing/gate), brick (chimney), metal (hand rail) and wood (garage door) 
which are materials found throughout the Court-Chemeketa National Register Historic District 
and are compatible with the Sweetland-Peck House. The HLC find that this guideline has been 
met. 
 

(b) Alterations and additions shall be compatible in design and construction with the 
general character of buildings or structures in the historic district. Factors in evaluating 
compatibility include, but are not limited to: 
 

(1) Architectural elements such as porches, dormers, doors and windows reflect the 
spacing, placement, scale, orientation and proportion of buildings in the district, 
generally. 

 
Finding: The HLC finds that the applicant’s proposal for new additions to the site (arbor, 
fencing/gate, handrail) are generally consistent with these site features found throughout the 
Court-Chemeketa District. The HLC finds that the applicant’s proposal to replace the existing 
non-original garage (currently comprised of plywood supporting a people door) will restore this 
portion of the southern façade to a condition that better reflects this type of architectural element 
within the district. The HLC finds that the reconstruction of the chimney and the replacement of 
the foundation will not result in a significant change in appearance but will stabilize the structure.  
The HLC finds that this guideline has been met. 
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(2) The location is at the rear, or on an inconspicuous side, of the building or structure. 
 
Finding: The HLC finds that the applicant is not proposing any new additions to the resource. 
The HLC finds that the proposed new arbor and handrails are minor site alterations, while 
located at the front of the site, will not be attached to the resource, and will not obscure any 
character defining features of the resource or the site. The HLC finds that this guideline has 
been met. 

 
(3) The size and scale is consistent and harmonious with the buildings and structures 
in the district generally. 

 
Finding: The HLC finds that the applicant’s proposal will serve to stabilize the Sweetland-Peck 
House and that the proposed site improvements are compatible with the resource and the 
surrounding historic district The HLC finds that this guideline has been met. 

 

(4) The design reflects, but does not replicate, the architectural style of historic 
contributing buildings and structures in the district. 

 
 
Finding: The HLC finds that the applicant is proposing to install a new foundation and 
reconstruct the chimney which is in poor condition and in danger of failing which will stabilize the 
structure. The HLC finds that the applicant has not proposed any alterations to the Sweetland-
Peck House which replicate any historic contributing resources in the district. The HLC finds that 
guideline has been met. 

 
(5) The building uses similar setbacks, orientation on the site, spacing and distance 
from adjacent buildings that is found on buildings in the immediate vicinity and the 
district as a whole. 
 

Finding: The HLC finds that the applicant has proposed to retain the Sweetland-Peck House in 
its current location, setback from Court Street, where it has been located for over 100 years. 
The HLC finds that the applicant will continue to use the property as a residence, which is its 
historic purpose, retaining its orientation and relationship to surrounding residences and the 
overall district. The HLC finds that guideline has been met. 
 
DECISION: The Historic Landmarks Commission APPROVES THE PROPOSAL. 
 
VOTE: Yes 6     No 0     Absent 3 (Mulvihill, Schutte, Thomas)  Abstain 0 
 
Attachments: A.    Vicinity Map  

  B.    Excerpt from National Register Historic Resource Document  
  C.   Applicant’s Submittal Materials 
  
Prepared by Kimberli Fitzgerald, Historic Preservation Officer 
 
G:\CD\PLANNING\HISTORIC\DECISIONS\2019\HIS19-37 1552 Court St. NE. Dec.doc 
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1552 Court Street NE  Allison Davies 

Historic Building Report  October 2019 

City of Salem Historic Preservation  Page 1 
 
The building currently located at 1552 Court Street NE was likely built between 1895 and 1910 and has 

served as a residence since its construction. The house, otherwise known as the Sweetland-Peck house, is 

notable for its high-profile residents, which include George J. Sweetland and family and Morton E. and 

Jessie Peck.1 

George Sweetland served primarily as a football coach for Willamette University between 1907 and 1914. 

He is known for organizing the construction of what is now known as the central quad at Willamette 

University. He sold the house to botanist Morton E. Peck in 1923. Peck served as a biology professor at 

Willamette from 1908 to 1941 and was a well-known public figure in Salem in the early 20th century. He 

and his wife actively engaged in the community, participating in poetry readings and gardening clubs in 

addition to establishing the Willamette Herbarium.2 Morton Peck died in 1959; however, his wife Jessie 

remained in possession of the house until 1973 when its ownership was transferred to Willamette 

University. 3 It has subsequently been sold to various owners.  

It is unclear in what year and by whom the house was built. Sanborn fire insurance maps show the lot and 

those adjacent to it as empty in 1895; however, later Sanborn maps show the current structure to be 

present as early as 1915. Deeds provide clues suggesting that the house may have been built (or 

commissioned) in 1895 by Nancy J. Stahley or in 1904 by carpenter Jacob Wimer.4 There is no evidence 

to indicate that it was transported onto the property. Likewise, there is no evidence refuting this claim.  

 

 

 

Figure 1: Morton E. Peck, professor of biology at Willamette 

University. He and his wife owned the house at 1552 Court Street NE 

for nearly 50 years. Image source: Statesman Journal, 1941. 

 

                                                           
1 United States Dept. of the Interior National Park Service, “Sweetland-Peck House” from Historic Salem: An 

Inventory of Historic Places, 1987. 
2 “Plant Manual By Peck Out,” Capital Journal. May 8, 1942. 

   Capital Journal. May 15, 1943. 

  “Writer’s Section At Peck Home,” Capital Journal. Nov. 8, 1937. 
3 U.S. Dept. of Interior, Historic Salem. 
4 U.S. Dept. of Interior, Historic Salem 
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