


NESCA – February 19, 2019 

Councilor Hoy Update 

My apologies for not being able to attend in person. A Council Work Session 

regarding downtown streetscape and implementation of the 
recommendations from the Downtown Homelessness Task Force has been 

scheduled for the same time. 
CITYWIDE UPDATES 

 ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE The city is supporting Portland 
General Electric’s (PGE) proposed transportation electrification pilot 
program. The pilot will increase the availability and accessibility of public 

charging infrastructure. Public charging increases access for electric 
vehicles and raises awareness.   

 SILETZ TRIBE City Manager Steve Powers met with Confederated Tribes 
of the Siletz Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and other representatives to 

discuss areas of mutual interest between the Tribe and City. An outcome 
is to work on a memorandum of understanding that will protect historic 

and cultural areas from disturbance. 

 MULTIFAMILY HOUSING DESIGN On Wednesday, February 27th there 

will be a public workshop on the design of multifamily housing in 
Salem. The workshop is for residents and property owners to provide 

input on ways to improve the City’s multi-family housing design 
standards. Initial concepts for updating the City's multifamily housing 
regulations will be presented at the public workshop. The workshop is 

part of the Multifamily Housing Design project to update the City's 
regulations on housing developments with three or more dwelling units. 

The project aims to help meet Salem's housing needs by removing 
barriers to multifamily housing development and ensuring new 

development is compatible with neighborhoods. The workshop is from 6-
7:30 p.m.in the Salem Public Library, Anderson Rooms. Refreshments will 

be provided, and a Spanish translator will be at the event. 

 BUILDING PERMITS There were 1,391 permits issued from July, 2018 

through January, 2019, the highest number of any July through January 
period since 2011. The total includes new construction, alterations, 

demolitions, fencing, accessory dwelling units (six), and other building 
activity requiring a permit. 

  COMP PLAN UPDATE The top 20 indicators to evaluate existing conditions 

and how Salem could grow have been selected for Our Salem. Using the 
indicators, Our Salem will examine the existing conditions of the city and 

how it could grow in the future under current policies. The work is part of 
the first phase of the Our Salem project, which is a multi-year project to 

update the Salem Area Comprehensive Plan. The indicators are organized 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityofsalem.net%2FPages%2Fupdating-multifamily-housing-design-requirements.aspx%3Futm_source%3DCity%2Bof%2BSalem%2BCommunity%2BDevelopment%26utm_campaign%3D6e87a82ee5-State%2BStreet%2BCorridor%2BPlan%2Bpublic%2Bmeeting%2B9-13-16_%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_21d07b5555-6e87a82ee5-414551669&data=02%7C01%7C%7C23901fe47a0e4143868508d6961f9d53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636861459855378560&sdata=xqTYLx4uAyv%2F7FjbJCNqkVdA0N3%2FWYbBR2OVax6PFLM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityofsalem.net%2FPages%2Fupdating-multifamily-housing-design-requirements.aspx%3Futm_source%3DCity%2Bof%2BSalem%2BCommunity%2BDevelopment%26utm_campaign%3D6e87a82ee5-State%2BStreet%2BCorridor%2BPlan%2Bpublic%2Bmeeting%2B9-13-16_%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_21d07b5555-6e87a82ee5-414551669&data=02%7C01%7C%7C23901fe47a0e4143868508d6961f9d53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636861459855388565&sdata=Rc7Z0ICGgBBnwe4DPzngSie7NVKEH6ZGXYgrfGMUo2A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FSalem%2BPublic%2BLibrary%2F%4044.9375417%2C-123.051055%2C14z%2Fdata%3D!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x54bfff6e96f4b94d%3A0xbd1c21d7c11cbd47!2sSalem%2BPublic%2BLibrary!8m2!3d44.9350215!4d-123.0422581!3m4!1s0x0%3A0xbd1c21d7c11cbd47!8m2!3d44.9350217!4d-123.0422562&data=02%7C01%7C%7C23901fe47a0e4143868508d6961f9d53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636861459855398575&sdata=%2F0INogbWRAXwBsY%2BXNa5DunrDcIhKtcvJK3ey9AKmEk%3D&reserved=0


into the result areas of Welcoming and Livable Community; Safe, Reliable, Efficient 
Infrastructure; Strong and Diverse Economy; Good Governance; Natural Environment 
Stewardship; and Safe Community. The top indicators include housing affordability, 
access to frequent transit, property tax revenue, total greenhouse gas emissions, tree 
canopy, and traffic/pedestrian accidents. The complete list of top 20 indicators can be 
found on the Our Salem project website. 

 BIOGAS COGENERATION The new biogas cogeneration facility at the 

Willow Lake Water Pollution Control Facility, when completed, will produce 
up to 1200 kW of renewable power, enough for 900 homes, keep 5,000 

tons of pollution-causing gases from being released per year, and save 
the wastewater system more than $300,000 per year. 

 LIBRARY RETROFIT With Howard S. Wright Construction and Hacker 
Architects, experts in library design, under contract, work will begin on 

designing the Salem Public Library seismic retrofit and renovation. There 
will be an open house on February 19 between 6 and 8 p.m. for the public 

to share ideas about what we treasure about the Salem Public Library 
building, what we hope could be improved, and meet members of the 

design-build team. The design-build team will address the unknowns of 
this sizeable renovation project within budget in a busy and expensive 
construction market, finding a structural seismic retrofit solution that 

doesn't adversely impact the Library space, and maintaining Library 
operations in a cost effective way during construction. In late April, there 

will be a community open house to share ideas gathered at the February 
conversation and how it influenced initial design and to take ideas/input 

on visual preferences.  In fall of 2019, another community open house 
will share how ideas from the February and April open houses influenced 

design, take ideas/input on Conceptual Design, and share next steps for 
(possible) temporary location, construction documents/permitting, 

construction.  Construction will start in January 2020 and be done in 
summer 2021. 

 Homeless Rental Assistance Program Homeless Rental Assistance 
Program (HRAP). Launched in July 2107 with $1.4 million in City funding. 

As of January 2018, 115 in our community have been placed in housing. 
The Police Department’s Downtown Team regularly interacts with this 

population and works to connect them to our service partners and 
housing. HRAP is the largest housing first program in Oregon 

Neighborhood(s) Update 

 Feb 11th Council Meeting 

 Bridge vote 

 Safety improvements coming to the crossing of Sunnyiew at Scotsman 

 Pedestrian refuge island 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityofsalem.net%2FPages%2Findicators-chosen-to-evaluate-salem-as-it-grows.aspx&data=02%7C01%7C%7C23901fe47a0e4143868508d6961f9d53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636861459855418603&sdata=NbftEynd9n5PTAb23csw%2FJNrr%2Bkn7m%2FSOPfVeuV05%2F4%3D&reserved=0


 Safety improvements coming to intersections at Lancaster/Sunnyview, 

Lancaster/Market & Lancaster & D 

 Budget Committee Vacancy - Ward 6. See city website to submit 

application 

 Pictsweet Property Update 

 Site plan 

 874 lots (owner-occupied) 

 No apartments planned currently except in the commercial 
zone near Auburn 

 7.5 acre park 

 Cherriots 

 9/7/19 - Saturday Hours and extended hours begin 

 7/1/19 - New fares for youth 

 $1 all-day pass 

 Offering free rides to warming centers 

 


