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February 12, 2020 - SCAN Monthly Meeting 
Pringle Community Hall 

 
Board Members Present: Jon Christenson, Carel DeWinkel, Victor Dodier, Delmy Edwards, Jesse 
Irizary, John Prohodsky, Jim Scheppke, Jeff Schumacher, Brian Sund, Lorrie Walker and Mark Wigg 
(11).  Ron Rubel and Roz Shirack were excused.  There were city staff and guests as well.  See Exhibit 
A - Attendance Roster 
 
President Schumacher called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm with a quorum of board members present. 
 
1.  Introductions 

President Schumacher welcomed everyone and Board members, neighbors and guests introduced 
themselves. 
 
 

2.  Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the January 8, 2020 SCAN meeting were approved.  There were no abstentions. 

 
 
3.  City and Councilor Reports: 
 

City Council.   
Councilor Anderson noted that he had asked that the South Salem High School item to be moved 
down the agenda so that he could avoid ex parte conversations.   Issues related to the High School 
construction project might come before City Council.  
 
He went on to cover several topics.  Street Trees.  The City Street Tree Report came before Council 
at the same time as the issue with the trees at the Gatti property (1781 S. Liberty). While the Tree 
Report was positive (percentage of tree canopy is up), there are continuing issues related to trees.  
He asked the City Manager to report on how tree-cutting issues are handled.  Mutlifamily 
Residential Code.  SCAN had recommended that the standard for “low income” be set at 60% of 
median income.  The code revision set the standard of “low income” at 80% of median income.  It 
turns out that more low income / affordable house may be built if the standard is set at the higher 
level.  There was discussion of other issues related to multifamily housing.  Homelessness.  
Councilor Anderson said that homelessness is the toughest issue he has faced as a council member.  
Homelessness results from national trends over decades.  He recounted some of City Council’s 
efforts to date and noted that the sit / lie ordinance may come back into the discussion.  The issue is 
how much shelter space exists and if there is enough.  He said that the city is moving ahead on a 
long-range plan to develop more housing. 
 
 

4.  Announcements and Neighborhood Concerns: 
• Linda Bierly, Salem Parks Foundation, was present to announce the start of the SPF grant 

cycle.  Jeff has the application form.  She also handed out a Salem Parks Foundation 
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newsletter (Exhibit B).  
 
Jon Christenson asked if Pioneer Cemetery is considered to be a park from the SPF 
perspective.  Ans.  Yes. 

 
• Brian Sund announced that he was participating in the Polar Plunge in Corvallis on Feb. 22nd.  

Polar Plunge is a fund-raiser for Special Olympics. 
 

• Lorrie Walker said that the Point-in-Time Count found only 1 person in the area around 
Pringle Park.  In addition, there were no signs of camping in Pringle Park.  She went on to 
comment that there are lots of people volunteering … downtown is safe.  She also noted that 
Stephen Goins had done a presentation on “The Homeless Brain” for the Arches Project 
recently.   

 
• Jim Scheppke brought forward his resolution (Exhibit C) concerning street trees at the Gatti 

property (1781 S. Liberty).  He had distributed the resolution to the Board by email.  The 
motion had been seconded by email.  The City has imposed a fine on the Gattis for cutting the 
city trees without a permit.  The trees have been topped, all but destroying them.  However, 
the City has not assessed the Gattis for the value of the trees contrary to city code.  After 
further discussion, the motion was adopted unanimously.  There were no abstentions.   

 
 
5.  Presentation on Recycling: 

Jim and Debbie Mill, Master Recyclers, did a presentation on recycling.  They put emphasis on 
reducing waste rather than recycling.  Recycling is a market activity; if there is no market for a 
recycled material, then it becomes trash.  The market for recycled materials has been reduced.  Their 
presentation covered a lot of detail and tips about what is or is not recyclable.  For instance, most 
packaging for frozen or refrigerated foods is multi-layered materials; it cannot be recycled and is 
trash.  Pizza boxes can go into the yard debris cart, but many take-away containers that appear to be 
recyclable cannot go into the yard debris cart.  Please see Exhibit D, the summary cards. 
 
 

6.  Discussion on SSHS Traffic: 
Kevin Hottman, City of Salem Traffic Engineer, provided background on what the City can and 
cannot require that a developer, such as Salem Keizer Public Schools, in conjunction with their 
project.  While neighbors of the school are concerned about increasing traffic around the school, 
especially on Howard Street, the number of additional trips are not sufficient to require additional 
traffic control.  The trigger point is 1,000 additional trips.  Concerns were expressed about drivers 
ignoring the STOP sign at Howard and Capitol, about drivers using Yew Street, which has no 
sidewalks, to reach Rural, and about drivers using Capitol, Winter, Summer and Davidson, all narrow 
streets, to reach Cross Street.  Not stopping at Capitol and using Capitol, etc. happen today and might 
be expected to increase with the new parking lot off Howard Street. 
 
Hottman noted that the City was considering requiring the School District to build half-street 
improvement on Howard Street along its property.  Concerns were immediately raised about teen 
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drivers and the transition point where Howard Street returns to its narrow, 20-foot width.  [Note: the 
half-street improvement is a requirement in the City’s decision concerning the project.]   
 
There were suggestions that speed humps or bumps might be used to slow traffic.  Hottman repeated 
the City’s concern that either would impair snow plowing.  Neighbors pointed out that side streets, 
like Howard, are not plowed on the rare occasions when there is snow in Salem.  There were 
questions about the proposed barrier at the intersection of Oxford and Church.  Hottman noted that 
this was a voluntary proposal by the School District. 
 
 

7.  Committee Reports and Chair’s Report 
A. Land Use Committee 

Roz Shirack submitted her committee report by email.  It is attached as Exhibit E. 
  

B. Transportation Committee 
Victor reported that he had cancelled the January 15 Transportation Committee meeting. 
 
The main activity during the month was reviewing the School District’s Site Plan for the South 
Salem High School remodel / reconstruction and assembling SCAN comments.  Comments were 
submitted on February 5. 
 
The February 19 Transportation Committee meeting will be held at Fairmont Community Hall at 
5:00 pm.  We discuss bicycle boulevards and what the City of Salem terms “family friendly 
bikeways.”  Angela Obery will attend.  
 

C. Chair’s Report 
Jeff reported that he will be at the Feb. 24th City Council meeting to voice SCAN support for a 
Hoyt-Rural connection.  [Note: the Hoyt-Rural connection issue was removed from the February 
24th City Council agenda.]   
 
SCAN support for a connection prompted an angry response from a neighbor on John Street.  She 
expressed her dismay that this proposal has come up again.  She is strongly opposed.  She is 
concerned about how a gate or path might affect safety of the properties on John Street.   

 
D. Historic Preservation, Parks and Gardens Report 

Jon submitted his committee report by email.  It is attached as Exhibit F. 
 
 

8.  Adjournment 
Jeff adjourned the meeting about 8:55 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by Victor Dodier, SCAN Secretary 
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Exhibit B – Salem Parks Foundation Newsletter 
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Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D – Recycling Summary 
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Exhibit E – Land Use Committee Report 
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Exhibit F – Historic Preservation, Parks and Gardens Committee Report 
 

 
-- Jon Christenson, HPPG    



page 14  SCAN Meeting Minutes – Feb. 12, 2020 
 

 


